NADIR   SHAH
manifesto. Nadir's wife, Gauhar Shad, the mother of the princes Nasrullah
and Imam QuK, gave the sum of 100,000 nadiris for the repairing of the
walls and tilework of the shrine, and presented a jewelled censer and another
of gold for use therein.1
In the meanwhile, Nadir and Alimad Pasha had been discussing the
terms of peace, and had reached agreement on its terms at the end of
November or beginning of December.2 The full text of this treaty does
not appear to have been preserved, but there seems to be no doubt that it
showed no abatement of Nadir's religious demands ; on the other hand,
Mirza Mahdi states that it provided for the return to Turkey of Kirkuk,
Arbilj Qurna and other fortresses that had fallen into the Persians' hands.
One can only conjecture what Nadir's real intentions were when he drew
up this treaty with Aljmad Pasha ; it seems most probable that his main
object was merely to " amuse "8 the Porte and so gain time until the rising
in north-west Persia had been suppressed, when he would fling his full
weight against the Turks on the borders of Anatolia. In 'view of his
previous experience of the Turkish attitude on the question of the Ja'fari
sect, he could have had little or no expectation that the treaty would be
acceptable in its entirety to the Porte. The manner in which the treaty
was received in Constantinople and the subsequent action by Turkey
will be described in Chapter XXV.
Having arrived at his provisional settlement with Afrmad Pasha, Nadir
gave instructions forthwith for the siege of Basra to be raised ; a description
of this siege must now be given.
The operations in the south of Mesopotamia were not conducted with
the same vigour as those in the north. When Nadir had started on his
march against Kirkuk and Mosul, he had, as already mentioned, appointed
Qoja Khan Shaikhanlu, of the Chamishgazak tribe, to the command of
the forces which were to advance on Basra.4 Qoja Khan, together with
the Governor of Hawiza and Salman (who was also known as Sulaiman),
the well-known chief of the Ka'ab Arabs 6 (who had recently moved into
Persian territory round Dauraq, and had become Persian subjects),
prepared to make a joint advance on Basra from Hawiza.
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» This expression is taken from Stanhope AspinwelTs despatch from Constantinople to White-
hall, dated the i4th/25th January, 1744 ; reports had already reached the Turkish capital
that there had been " some Parley between the Shaugh and Achmet Bashaw . . . which
has ended in the Shaugh's consenting to enlarge the Blockade (of Baghdad) and retire a
little, which the Bashaw required of friff as a kind of preliminary on his Part towards an
Accommodation. . . ." (S.P. 97, Vol. XXXII).
« T.N., p. 239.
•See Sayyid Ahmad Kasrawi's Ta'nkh-4-Panj $ad Sala-yi-Khwistan (Tehran, 1931 /i93«)>
p. 119.   In 1740 the Ka'ab tribe had migrated into purely Persian territory, in the neigh-
bourhood of Dauraq and the Jarrahi river, where they occupied lands which had, up till
been in the hands of the Khuzistan branch of the Afshar tribe.

